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                                                         G R A M M A R 

                                                            
                                                    

Complete the pairs of sentences with the verb in brackets, once using the -ing form and 

once using the correct form of the infinitive. 

1. Remember (take) ____________ your umbrella tomorrow. 

 

2. Do you remember (take) _____________ the train to Paris last year? 

 

3. Bob went on(sing) __________ after everyone else had gone home. 

 

4. Bob went on (sing) ____________ another song. 

 

5. We saw them (play) ___________ the whole match. 

 

6. We saw them (play)____________ in the garden as we went past on the bus. 

 

7. I forgot (write) __________ that message, but I suppose I must have done it. 

 

8. Don't forget (write) ___________ to your mother. 

 

                                                                                                    ........../4pts (0.5 pt each) 

 

 

Choose the correct verb form to complete the sentence. Write the correct verb form  

 into the space provided. 

9. I think it's time we have / have had / had a little chat.                       .................................. 

 

10. That man behaves as though he would have / had / had had             

 

a lot of money.                                                                                       .................................  

                                                                                       
11. I'd rather you don't go / didn't go / won't go to the party.                 ................................. 

 

12. Suppose you can stay / could stay / can't  stay at home,  

 

what would you do?                                                                          ................................. 

 

13. Peter looked as if he didn't sleep / wasn't sleeping / hadn't slept      

 

for a week.                                                                                                 ................................. 

 

                                                                                      

                                                                                                ........./5points 
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                                                         G R A M M A R ( continued) 

 

Complete the 2nd sentence in each set using the word in CAPITALS so it means exactly 

the same as the 1st sentence above it. 

 

14. When are you going to tidy your room? 

      WISH 

      I ____________________________________ tidy your room. 

 

15. I didn't notice because I wasn't there at the time. 

      IF 

      I _______________________________________ there at the time. 

 

16. 'Well done, you've succeeded!' she said to him. 

      CONGRATULATED 

      She _____________________________________ success. 

 

17. The reason the Titanic sank was that it hit an iceberg. 

      IF 

      The Titanic ______________________________ hit an iceberg. 

 

18. 'You should take a break,' the teacher said to them. 

      ADVISED 

      The teacher _______________________________ break. 

 

19. I was going to drive there but I changed my mind and went by taxi. 

      INSTEAD 

      I went by taxi ________________________________ there.  

 

                                                                                                                ......../6 points 

 

                                                                                             Total points: .......... / 15pts 
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                                                         V O C A B U L A R Y 

 

Read the text and write the word which best fits each space. 

 

For David Caudwel, the Director of the BBC, his worst travelling experience was five years  

 

(1) ................................... driving from Manchester to London in a terrible storm. David had  

 

three children in the car as he fought (2) ................................... way through the terrible  

 

blizzard (3) ................................ a snail's pace.He was (4) ..............................the road for more  

 

than six hours (5) ....................................... of the usual hour and a half. Luckily they had  

 

enough warm clothes and they arrived safely (6) ....................................... the end. 

 

                                                                                                    ......../6 points 

 

 

Complete each sentence with the correct form of the word in CAPITALS at the end of 

each one. 

This form of dance gained 7. .................................. in 1661 in France where     POPULAR 

 

it was called classical ballet. Although the 8. .................................... style         FORM 

 

required rigorous training, it created the appearnace of 

 

 9..................................    grace.                                                                            EFFORT   

 

 What made ballet so different was its 10. .......................................                      COMBINE 

 

of dancing, music and acting. Other 11. ...................................... were the           ATTRACT 

 

beautiful costumes and 12. ..........................................                                            SCENE 

 

Dresses were worn long until the 1720s when they were 13. ...............................   SHORT 

 

to reveal the ankles. The early 1800s saw the 14. .......................................           ARRIVE 

 

of the now traditional calf-long white dress. 

 

                                                                                              ........./4 points (0.5 pt each) 

 

 

                                                                                        Total points:............./ 10 points 
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                                  R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

 

Read the article carefully. There are two (2) tasks to do on the next page. 

 

                                                     Young generation   

      
                   There is a strange phenomenon. Britain is getting older. In fact, the population 

is older now than it has been for over a century. Yet at the same time our culture has never 

been more adolescent. Young people may be a dwindling minority,  
1. .................................................................................................... from television and 

newspapers to film and art. 

  The turning point, of course, was the 1960s. Until then, young people were largely ignored 

in a culture that was stiflingly middle-aged.  A generation, who were brought up in very 

different conditions from those of their parents, rebelled in a way that remains unprecedented 

in western society. It is not difficult to explain or understand the 60s. The young were a 

product of the long postwar boom, 2. ....................................................................................... 

and the baby boom lent them exceptional demographic weight. What is far more difficult to 

comprehend is why our culture, in the decades since, has become progressively more 

infantile. 

  It is as if the 60s gave birth to a new dynamic, which made young people the dominant and 

permanent subject of our culture. 

  It started with the birth of pop music as a young genre, but the concerns and attitudes of the 

young generation have since permeated areas that were never adolescent.  

  One only has to think of Britart, for example, whose motif has been the desire to shock, or 

film, whose preoccupation with violence as spectacles is driven by the appetite of the young, 

to see how powerful these adolescent values have become. It is not that they are simply 

negative or offer nothing: on the contrary, 3....................................................................... 

scepticism and commitment to innovation. But they are also characterised by transience and 

shallowness, a desire to shock for shock's sake, and a belief that only the present is of value. 

A culture that succumbs to adolescence is a culture that is drained of meaning and experience, 

not to mention history and profundity. 

  But why is it happening? It can be argued that the 60s unleashed a new cultural dynamic, 

which is still working its way through society. A new mindset was formed, which gave 

priority to the young. It is plausible to suggest that parents and grandparents who themselves 

were the rebels of the 60s are more inclined to respect, and defer to, the sensibilities and 

demands of youth. And this tendency has been reinforced by a new technological dynamic, 

manifest in the internet, mobiles and the like, 4. ..................................................................  

and lend credence to a misplaced technological determinism among the young. 

  There is more than a grain of truth in all this. But as the proportion of young people steadily 

declines, one would still expect the sheer weight of growing age to assert itself. So far there is 

absolutely no sign of this. In fact, extraordinarily, the opposite is happening. The underlying 

reason for all this could not be more fundamental. It concerns the western condition. For over 

half a century we have only known prosperity, never experienced mass unemployment, never 

fought wars except on the edges at other people's expense, never known the extremes of  
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R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N (continued) 

 

human existence, comfortable in a continent that has enjoyed, for the most part, a similar 

existence and, having turned its back on a grand vision, opted for the quiet life. Yet it is 

extremes, 5. ......................................................................................................................  

that teach us the meaning of life. Without them, the excesses of the young provide a little of 

the excitement otherwise lacking. The outcome is a growing shallowness. Britart may shock, 

but it hardly provides us with a deeper insight into the human condition. 

  Hollywood movies may entertain, but they barely ever enlighten. An adolescent culture is 

one that lives on the surface, unencumbered by memory, light on knowledge and devoid of 

wisdom. 
                                                                                  Adapted from The Guardian weekly 

 

 

There are 5 phrases (A - E) missing from the article. Put the letter of the phrase into the 

correct gap (1 - 5) in the article. 

A/  not war and unemployment, 

 

B/  which has left out, 

 

C/ but they exercise an extraordinarily powerful influence on the cultural stage,  

 

D/  personal or political or both, 

 

E/ there is much to be admired in their energy, 

                                                                                                                 ......../ 5 points 

 

 

Choose the correct ending (a -c) for each sentence according to the article and write the 

letter into the space provided at the end of each sentence. 

 

6. The tastes and concerns of young people are dominant ............ 

a/ because there are more young people nowadays. 

b/ despite the fact that there are more old people nowadays. 

c/ because they fight for their ideas. 

 

7. Key factors in the social and cultural change that began in the 1960s were............ 

a/ economic prosperity and peace. 

b/ unemployment and hard work. 

c/ baby boom and shrinking of the older generation. 

 

8. The concern of young people ........ 

a/ are only reflected in pop music. 

b/ are reflected in many areas of the arts. 

c/ are reflected in new technologies. 
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R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N (continued) 

 

 

9. According to the writer, young culture .......... 

a/ is negative and dull. 

b/ is only interested in present. 

c/ is violent and superficial. 

 

10. According to the writer, our culture is shallow because.......... 

a/ life is demanding and hard. 

b/ people are not interested in the others. 

c/ life is too easy. 

 

                                                                                                                      ......./ 5 points 

 

                                                                                      Total points: ................ / 10 points 
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                      L I S T E N I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N       

 

You will hear a radio interview with a ghost hunter called Carlene Belfort. For 

questions 1-5 choose the best answer A-C and write X in the box on the right. 

1. How did Carlene become a ghost hunter? 

A She wanted to contact her dead 

grandmother. 

 

B She lived in a haunted house as a child.  

C Her parents encouraged her.  

2. What, according to Carlene, do ghost hunters need most? 

A A special gift  

B A special equipment  

C An adventurous mind  

3. How does Carlene detect when ghosts are present? 

A She gets evidence from her equipment.  

B She feels cold.  

C She feels them touching her hair.  

 

4. When is Carlene most afraid? 

 

A When her equipment breaks.  

B When things move on their own.  

C When bad spirits are nearby.  

 

5. What does Carlene feel about her business? 

 

A She realises she is taking advantage of 

customers. 

 

B She feels she is providing a service.  

C She wants to expand and make more 

money. 

 

  

 6. Who does Carlene mostly work for? 

 

A People who want reassurance.  

B People who want to contact loved ones.  

C People who want to find a ghost.  

                                                                                              

                                                                                                      .........../ 3 points (0.5 pt each) 
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L I S T E N I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N      (continued) 

   

7.   She says she doesn't have any special ........................... to recognise a ghost.  (1 word) 

 

8.   Some people want to have a ........................ at home.                                       (1 word) 

 

9.   She started ghost-hunting when she was walking around her house at 

 

 ................................                                                                                                 (1word) 

 

10. People can contact her and ask for her services using her .........................       (1 word) 

 

                                                                                                  ......../ 2 points (0.5pt each) 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Total points: ........ / 5 points 
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